DIPLOMAT	79
"Well, my friends, I must take leave of you. I can not disobey the
Imperial Command,"
It was the last part of September 1881. Councillor Ito was talking to
Saionji at the latter's modest living-quarters,
"So you won't accept any position in the Government?" the thin-
bearded visitor inquired.
"I will not!" Saionji's flat refusal made Ito more polite and persua-
sive.
"You arc very active in politics these days, as I see in the newspapers.
You joined the Icagaki liberals' dinner party last night at the Seiyoken
in Uyeno Park, didn't you? They're the original windbags*"
"I am fully convinced that the only hope for the healthy growth
of social and political Nippon is to encourage their activities," Saionji
responded coldly,
"Their idle talk on liberty and freedom—French imitation—"
"Councillor Ito, you and Okuma were once liberals,1 weren't you?'*
"Well-"
"You didn't know the meaning of liberty, I'm afraid."
"Well, that's another matter-"
"That's the fundamental issue which I attempted to explain to the
public through the Oriental Liberal Newspaper. You, through my
brother and others, put me out of it and wiped out the paper." There
was bitter accusation in his voice.
"What was the chief topic of the discussion at the Seiyoken party?
Is it a secret?" asked Ito,
"There 5s no secrecy in our group. It's all open. The main issue
was the advisability of reviving Itagaki's Liberal Party on a sounder
and more permanent basis than before***
"I thought you were going to unite all the 'outs' against us because
of the Overseas Minister Kuroda scandal in connection with the Gov-
ernment's plans to develop Hokkaido," Ito said smoothly*
"That's only a side issue, though it will interest the people in the
prospective party. But that corrupt practice is typical of the evil con-
sequences of a dictatorial regime like yours* You stifle any criticism of
the authorities. 1 think the Tokugawa weren't any worse than you.
Without constructive and constant deliberation, it is only natural
that leaders will eventually become arrogant and despotic. That's what
brought every government, here and in the West, to its grave. The
best examples are the very Tokugawa that you put out*1

